The QUEST for
RET|REMENT
=

How to find the retirement spot |
that's right for you

DAVE HUGHES




THE QUEST FOR RETIREMENT UTOPIA

How to Find the Retirement Spot
That’s Right for You

By Dave Hughes

Prickly Pair Publishing
Chandler, Arizona, USA



Other retirement lifestyle books by Dave Hughes:

Design Your Dream Retirement: How to Envision, Plan For, and Enjoy the Best Retirement
Possible

Smooth Sailing into Retirement: How to Navigate the Transition from Work to Leisure

Visit RetireFabulously.com to discover more valuable resources and informative articles about
retirement lifestyle planning.

If you would like to contact the author, please send email to
TQFRU-book@retirefabulously.com.

Editor: Debra Gaskill
Cover photo: Jan Alexander
Cover design: Dave Hughes

© 2020 by Dave Hughes. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
scanned, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without prior
written permission by the author, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in a review.

Portions of this content have previously appeared on my website, RetireFabulously.com and/or
my blog on U.S. News.com.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2019920455


http://amzn.to/2kwbrDD
http://amzn.to/2kwbrDD
http://amzn.to/2B7fWe0
http://retirefabulously.com/
mailto:TQFRU-book@retirefabulously.com
http://www.retirefabulously.com/
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/dave-hughes

Table of Contents

IO OUICHIONL .. et et e e e e e e et e an e e e ]
TWERICOMIE! <ottt e e e e et ess e eemn e em s e en e e s me e emm e s e e e s emsn e mn e emn e enn 7
Why Do You Want to Move After You Betire? oo e 0

What 13 Most Important 10 Y ou T ... e n e e 14
What's Really Important? ..ttt se s e m e e e e srn e 15
Taking a Long-Term ViewW e 24
Best Places to Retire Lists — Fact, Fiction, or Fantasv? e 28
The Great Data Cruncho e 20
What to Look for When You Visit a Potential Retirement Destination...........__.._.._. 34

Best and Worst Places to Retire in the Unated States ..o 36
Where Can You Pay the Least Tames? oo em e e e e 37
A Quick Look at Each STATE oot e e e 41

INEW ERZLANG oot ee et e et e a e erm e e n e e s s e 42
T B L T USSR 44
BT i L S 47
8 e T - U 51
T S 32
Great PLAINS e e e 35
South-Central e e 37
BT A S 59
Rocky Mountaing e 61
B 64
L T o 4 S 66
FLATWWALL ottt et e et e e e st n e e e n e enn e e e nn e nn s 67

Is a 33+ Active Adult Community Right for YouT . 69
The Retirement Community PRENOMIBION ..o e 70
Changing Retirement Tremds. ...t e e e s e e en e m e emeennnee 12
12 Factors You Must Consider Before Moving to a 35+ Retirement Community .................. 17
Sun Gty Revistted e 82

Other ConstderatiOns. ... 84
The Case for Staving in PIACe s 85
Iz Downsizing the Right Choice for You? e 88
Should You Rent Of Buv T .. ettt e s e e e e e e e o1
Avoid These Common Mistakes When Choosing Where to Retire ..o o3

Alternative RetiletmIens ettt e e e e e e s en e ene 96



LIV 200 A0 R ettt et ettt e £ttt et e e e 101

Living on a Houseboat e 108
Laving 0m @ TS SIID oot et e e meeem e n e et e e s 110
World-Wide Nomadic LIvIng e 115
L L T T U 117
R e ol O TSSO 118
Can You Really Save Money by Retiring Overseas? Should You? ... ... 120
Where Can You Retire T e 124
The Value of Expat Communities ... 130
Buying or Renting a Home 1 Another Country ... e 133
Accessing Healtheare e 138
Taxation and Other Financial Comeerns .. oo e 139
Culture SOk e 142
Resources for Planning vour International Retiwrement . 1409
Retiring to M emae0 e 152
Retiring to Central of SoUth AMIBIICA ..o en e e e esee e n s 162
COsta BCa e 165
PamaAmMIA e 166
L S S SSUSSSS 167

L T U 168
L ettt et m e m e ea e a e em e st en et et e e erm e e 171
Rt g 10 B0 DE e 173
a1 U 175
SR oo e n e 178
B ettt e et en e mm et et e em e nt e et et e e et ne et e nenn e 181

M aA e 182
Retiring to Southeast Asia . e 186
Retiring to New Zealand ..ot e e 188
LGBT CONCBIMS e e e 180
Evaluating LGBT Resources and Friendliness. ... 190
Retirement Communities for LGBT Seniors .o et 194
Best US Cities for LGBT Retirees oot ee 108
LGBT Laws and Rights Around the World . 205
LT LT SRS 208
Can Moving to the Right Place Really Make You Happier? . 209

Are You Ready to Embark Upon Your Quest? . e 210



Chapter 17

Avoid These Common Mistakes When Choosing
Where to Retire

Throughout the course of researching information for this book, I have encountered
numerous examples of mistakes people commonly make when choosing a place to retire. Here
are some common pitfalls to avoid as you set out to find your Retirement Utopia.

1. Choosing a place because it was a good vacation experience

Just because a location makes for a wonderful vacation doesn't mean it is a good place to be a
permanent resident. Usually, it’s not.

The presence of tourists will probably become an annoyance to you once you move there.
Tourists drive up prices, traffic, noise, and sometimes crime.

Most vacation destinations are seasonal. The place may be dead during the off-season, and
the weather may be significantly different.

2. Living someplace just to be near your family
This is a tricky one. If you have children and grandchildren, you would probably prefer to see

them more rather than less. If you have aging parents, you may feel obligated to care for them, as
well as wanting to spend as much time with them as you can during their final years.



All of this is fine if the place your family lives also makes a good place for you to enjoy your
retirement.

But if living near your family means that you must live in an expensive place that depletes
your savings too quickly, or a place that does not have good resources and services for seniors
that you may need one day, or a place where you won’t have access to activities and amenities
that you would like to enjoy, then living near your family might not be the best choice.

Also, consider that your kids may move to follow their careers.

3. Not considering your future needs

It’s easy to be short-sighted when you think about where you would like to live after you
retire. It’s fine to visualize your retirement being filled with golfing, going to the beach, and
other leisure and recreational activities. Those are important.

But uncomfortable as it may be, you should also think about what medical services and
senior support resources you’ll need later on. Make sure the place you decide upon can serve you
as well in ten or twenty years as it will during the first few years.

4. Not researching the total cost of living in a place

Many retirees move to another state because they can buy more house for less money. One
thing they often don’t look into is what the property taxes will be in the new location. Often what
they save from their lower house price is eaten up by increased property taxes and other costs.

In the US, taxation varies widely by state. You can use taxfoundation.org and other websites
to determine things like how much you’ll have to pay when you renew your car’s license tags,
whether or not Social Security and pension income is taxed, and whether or not there are
property tax breaks for retired people.

Figuring out how much it will cost you to live in a place is a tricky exercise with a lot of
factors to take into consideration.

The cost of groceries, gasoline, alcohol, entertainment, and many other items vary widely
across the country. When you are visiting a potential new place, go into stores and note the
prices of products you commonly buy.

Find out what the utility rates are, and try to estimate how much electricity and/or gas you’ll
need to use based on the climate throughout the year. You can search online for “utility rates in

> and you will get results from websites like SmartAsset.com and Numbeo.com as
well as discussion forums.

If you are going to live in a retirement community or any neighborhood that has an HOA,
understand what fees you’ll have to pay and what they cover.

If you move to a foreign country, merchandise that you buy online from another country may
be subject to heavy import tariffs. You’ll need to learn about how you will be taxed when you
live there.



If you move to a place that is far away from your friends and family, either to another
country or to another part of the same country, try to estimate how much will you spend traveling
back to visit. You may end up traveling back more often than you think.

5. Failing to notice what’s not there

It’s easy to see all the features and advantages a place has to offer. It’s not so easy to spot
things you want to be part of your retired life that aren’t available. That’s why it’s so important
to think about the little things that you appreciate having in your day-to-day life.

For example, a place that has wonderful weather, great hiking trails, and beautiful
surroundings may be lacking a good book store, local community theatre, and a place to get good
Thai food.

What would you really miss if it wasn’t there?

How far will you have to go to find things you really need?

6. Diving right in

Probably the most common mistake people make is committing to a place without spending a
significant amount of time there first.

Spend as much time visiting a place before moving there as you possibly can. Visit during
different seasons. Talk to local people. Research the place thoroughly, both online and in person.
Don’t go there as a tourist; visit the local stores, restaurants, and other places you would go to
frequently if you lived there.

Whether domestically or internationally, always rent before you buy.

The Quest for Retirement Utopia is available in paperback or Kindle. Order yours here!
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